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Vienna Agreement

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZ(ATICI)N FOR STANDARDIZATION
ISO

EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR STANDARDIZATION (CEN)
Agreement on technical cooperation between ISO and CEN

(Vienna Agreement)

1 Background a

In January 1989 the CEMN Administrative Board approved an agreement on the exchange of technical
information between IS0 and CEN (called the Lisbon Agreement) as a response to the ISO Council
resolution 11/1987.

Subsequently, an agreement on technical co-operation between IS0 and CEN was approved by the
150 Council resolution 18/1990 and the CEN General Assembly resolution 3/1990. This agreement
(called the Vienna Agreement) was published in June 1991. It is accompanied by common ISO-CEN
"Guidelines for the TC/SC Chairmen and Secretariats for implementation”, approved in 1992 and
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DAMA 2 Rationale and objectives a
Essentially, the agreement recognises the primacy of international standards (stipulated notably In

the WTO Code of Conduct). But the agreement also recognises that particular needs (of the Single
European Market for example) might require the development of standards for which a need has nof
been recognized at the international level. The priontization of ISO work 1s also such that in some
Instances CEN needs to undertake work which 15 urgent in the European context, but less so in the
international one.

As aresult, the agreement sets out two essential modes for collaborative development of standards:
the mode under IS0 lead and the mode under CEN lead, in which documents developed within one
body are notified for the simultaneous approval by the other. The benefits expected from the use of
this agreement in accordance with the "implementation guidelines” include:

» increasing transparency of work ongoing in CEN to ISO members, and their possibility to influence
the content of CEN standards;

» avoldance of duplication of work and structures, thus allowing expertise to be focused and used In
an efficient way to the benefit of international standardization;

» Increasing the speed of elaboration, availability and maintenance of standards through a need to
establish consensus only once.
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